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Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No. 200401 08 



Application/Control Number: 09/926,230 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1755 

Applicants' Amendment after Final Rejection, filed on December 16, 2003, has been made of 
record and entered. In this amendment, claims 6, 7, and 11 have been amended; no new claims have been 
canceled or added. 

Claims 1-11 and 13-18 remain pending in this application. 

The amendments to claims 7 and 11 are sufficient to overcome the 112(2) rejections of these 
claims stated in the previous Office Action. 

Support for the phrase "and/or carboxylato" now present in claim 6 can be found in the 
Specification at page 5, lines 19-25. 

Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which papers have been 
placed of record in the file. 

Applicants' Priority Document was filed on September 27, 2001. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-11 and 13-18 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

While the prior art teaches exemplary cationic polymers for treating natural starch, the prior art 
does not teach or suggest a combination of these cationic polymers, as recited in the instant claims. See, 
for example, the Examples of Linhart et al. (U. S. Patent No. 5,851,300), which depict treatment with 
Polymer 1 (Examples 1-6) or with Polymer 2 (Examples 7-10), but not with a combination of Polymer 1 
and Polymer 2. 



Application/ Control Number: 09/926,230 p age 
Art Unit: 1755 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mark 
L. Bell can be reached on (571) 272-1362. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1200. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
should be directed to Patricia L. Hailey whose telephone number is (571) 272-1369. The e 
normally be reached on Mondays-Thursdays. 
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